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vegetable life will no longer be possible, because of the
intense cold to which it will be subjected. What they are
not agreed upon, is the cause of this cold. Some think
that it will arise from the falling of the temperature, which
the sun will experience after millions of years; others,
from the gradual extinction of the fires in the interior of
our globe, which have a greater influence on it than is
generally supposed. I hold to this last hypothesis,
grounding it on the fact that the moon is really a cold
star, which is no longer habitable, although the sun con-
tinues to throw on its surface the same amount of heat
If, then, the moon has become cold, it is because the
interior fires to which, as do ail the stars of the stellar
world, it owes its origin, are completely extinct Lastly,
whatever may be the cause, our globe will become cold
some day, but this cold will only operate gradually.
What will happen, then ? The temperate zones, at a more
or less distant period, will not be more habitable than the
polar regions now are. Then the population of men, as
well as the animals, will flow towards the latitudes which
are more directly under the solar influence. An immense
emigration will be performed. Europe, Central Asia,
North America, will gradually be abandoned, as well as
Australasia and the lower parts of South America. The
vegetation will follow the human emigration. The flora
will retreat towards the Equator at the same time as the